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ancient culture in old Panama. (See Chapter VI.)
But in no other part of America do we find the
same types of architecture, the same or similar monu-
ments, or, what is of greater importance, the same
or even a remotely similar written, perhaps I might
better say sculptured, language.
As was the case with the Aztec and the Inean
Empires, the Mayan Empire, or "Kingdom, of the
Great Snake,33 was a federation of many tribes rather
loosely held together and with many semiindepen-
dent centers. Each city or town was an aggregation of
houses and buildings clustering about a nucleus con-
sisting of the magnificent temples and palaces, much
as the towns of feudal Europe were built about the
local castles. The lavish, ornate and truly remark-
able architecture was confined entirely to buildings
devoted to religious or royal purposes and not a
single example of a Mayan domestic building or
ordinary house is known. In all probability the
masses dwelt in flimsy thatched huts of wood, cane
or possibly adobe which have long since disappeared,
The people, like the Aztecs, were sharply divided
into the laboring and the aristocratic classes. Ands
like the Mexicans, the poorer classes were scarcely
more than slaves while the upper class and nobility
lived in luxury, opulence and splendor.
Undoubtedly the Nahua invasion completely al-
tered much of the life, many of the customs and arts,
and even the religion of the Mayas, and it probably
disrupted the empire. The remnants separated into
city-states, like those of Italy after the fall of Rome.
It was probably at this time that the Guatemalan
and more northerly Mayas separated. There is no